
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Occupational therapy students 
to teach backpack tips 
 
Kids are back in school, so it's time 
to lighten their load. Occupational 
therapy students in the SAHS 
helped local students at local 
schools ease their burden for 
National School Backpack 
Awareness Day on Sept. 16. The 
event aimed to educate children, 
parents and teachers about the 
health problems associated with 
heavy or improperly worn 
backpacks.  
 
MCG students weighed the 
students with and without their 
backpacks. They also taught each 
the correct way to pack and wear 
the backpacks. For example, the 
backpack should never rest more 
than four inches below a child's 
waistline, according to the 
association. For more information, 
visit AOTA’s … 
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Bill Andrews, Associate Professor 
of Medical Illustration has 
received the prestigious Brödel 
Award for Excellence in Education 
from the Association of Medical 
Illustrators.  
 
Named for Max Brödel, founder 
of the first formal instructional 
program in medical illustration in 
the United States, this award 
honors a medical illustrator for 
sustained and outstanding 
educational contributions to the 
profession. It was presented at 
the association's recent annual 
conference in Richmond, Va. 
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Jared Shafer, a senior student in 
the Masters of Physician Assistant 
Degree Program was selected, on 
behalf of the GAPA Board of 
Directors and Student Affairs 
Committee, to receive a 2009 
GAPA student scholarship in the 
amount of $1,500. 
 
Congratulations Jared! 
 

 
Institutional Facebook and 
Twitter 
 
The SAHS now has a Facebook 
Account.  Faculty, staff and students 
can search Facebook for School of 
Allied Health at MCG and add 
themselves as fans.  MCG has also 
created an institutional Twitter 
Account. If you have a Twitter 
Account please search for 
sahstudents and follow our updates. 
Events will be posted as they happen. 
MCG has also established Twitter 
Accounts for mcgnews, mcgtoday, 
mcgedu, and mcgbeeper. 

http://www.promoteot.org/AI_BackpackAwareness.html
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Announcements 

 
• OCTOBER 22 - Fall Semester 
Student Representative 
Meeting (12-1PM, EF-145) 
 
• OCTOBER 27 - Fall General 
Faculty Assembly/Reception 
(4pm; EC-1222) 
 
• NOVEMBER 1-7 - National 
Allied Health Professions 
Week 
 
ATTENTION: SAHS Faculty, 
Staff, & Students! 
In celebration of National 
Allied Health Professions 
Week, November 1-7, the 
School of Allied Health 
Sciences will be sponsoring a 
breakfast on Thursday, 
November 5 from 7:45am - 
8:30am (location TBD).  We 
will be sending additional 
details in the near future; 
please mark your calendars to 
join us! 
 
• NOVEMBER 11 - SAHS 
Interdisciplinary Development 
Series  (12pm; EC Bldg TBD) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 

Dr. Douglas Keskula named Associate Dean 
for Academic Affairs 
 
It is a pleasure to inform you that the position 
of Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, School 
of Allied Health Sciences has been offered to  
and accepted by Dr. Douglas Keskula.  
Institutional approval of this appointment has 
been granted with an effective date of  
September 1, 2009. 
 
Dr. Keskula is a first-rate academician with vast experience in curriculum design, 
program development and research. His academic appointments are in the Schools 
of Allied Health Sciences, Graduate Studies, and Medicine. Dr. Keskula is an 
excellent administrator having served superbly as Interim Associate Dean for 
Academic Affairs since April 2009 and Chair and Professor in the Department of 
Physical Therapy since 2001. Dr. Keskula joined the faculty of MCG in 1993 where 
his primary areas of instruction included kinesiology, orthopaedics and research. 
He has led the Physical Therapy program through its successful transition to a 
professional doctoral degree, as well as overseeing the creation and 
implementation of the Physical Therapy Consortium with North Georgia College 
and State University and Armstrong Atlantic State University. 
 
Dr. Keskula has presented extensively at the state and national levels and has 
authored numerous publications in peer-reviewed journals. He is a Governor's 
Teaching Fellow, the recipient of School of Allied Health Sciences Research and 
Distinguished Service awards, Margaret L. Moore Award for Outstanding New 
Academic Faculty Member, American Physical Therapy Association and the 
Outstanding Allied Health Educator Award, Association of Schools of Allied Health 
Professions. 
 
Dr. Keskula possesses the characteristics and capabilities that will enable him to 
assist the School in developing and implementing goals, objectives, priorities, 
strategies, and benchmarks.  He will assume responsibility for enhancement of 
educational activities, including coordinating graduate programs, and providing 
leadership in the development and promotion of the mission and strategic priorities 
of the School and Institution. 
 
We welcome Dr. Keskula to our leadership team! 

 

                              Dr. Rick Wilson named Interim Chair in the  
                                 Department of Physical Therapy 
 
                                  It is a pleasure to inform you that Dr. Rick Wilson, PT, has been  
                              named Interim Chair in the Department of Physical Therapy,  
                              effective September 1, 2009.    
                               
                              Dr. Wilson is an outstanding academician whose teaching is 
                              highly regarded by students and colleagues.  He has served as 
                              Vice Chair of the Physical Therapy Department since 2006.  He 
                              is an active and involved member of many organizations 
including the American Physical Therapy Association, the American Congress of 
Rehabilitation Medicine, and the American College of Sports Medicine.  In addition, 
he has been actively involved in institutional committees including the 
Departmental Student Affairs Committee and the Departmental Advisory 
Committee.  Dr. Wilson is an Associate Professor with a consistent scholarly 
record including numerous research grant awards, published papers, book 
chapters and abstracts, and national, regional, and state presentations. 
 
We welcome Dr. Wilson to our leadership team! 
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(Left to right:  Anne Geddes, FNP,  
Elizabeth Gordineer, MD, and Laura Gunder, PA-C) 
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Announcements 
 
 
Dr. Akinwuntan receives a 
grant 
 

 
 

Dr. Abiodun Akinwuntan, 
Assistant Professor of Physical 
Therapy, has received a 
$10,000 grant from the CSRA 
Parkinson’s Support Group for 
his study on drivers’ training 
in Parkinson’s patients.  
 
Money for the grant was 
raised at the November 2008 
Parkinson Walk in Augusta.  
“We are very proud to be able 
to help someone who is 
working on research to 
benefit the treatment of 
Parkinson’s disease,” said 
Mary Navarro, chair of the 
group’s grant committee. 
 
 
 

WELCOME 
 

Chandramohan Wakade 
Assistant Professor  
Physical Therapy (9/1/09) 
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Congratu la t ions !  

 

The following faculty and staff were honored at the 42nd Employee Recognition 
Awards Ceremony: 
 
5-Year Honorees 

  Mariana D'Amico – Assistant Professor, Occupational Therapy 
  Ben Herz – Assistant Professor, Occupational Therapy 
  Lara Lott – Instructor (Part-Time), Dental Hygiene 
  Eric Meaders – Assistant Professor, Biomedical & Radiological 

Technologies 
  Krishnan Prabakaran – Assistant Professor (part-time) 

Biomedical & Radiological Technologies 
 
10-Year Honorees 

  William Andrews – Associate Professor, Medical Illustration 
  Ladonna Butler – Administrative Assistant 1, Respiratory Therapy 
  Kathleen Hernlen – Assistant Professor, Respiratory Therapy 
  Andrew Swift – Assistant Professor (Part-Time), Medical Illustration 
  Janet Tankersley – Assistant Professor, Physical Therapy 
  Nakia Walden – Administrative Assistant 1, Health Informatics 

 
15-Year Honorees 

  Zubaida Abubucker – Registered Med Lab Technician, Biomedical & 
Radiological Technologies 

  Gloria Paulos – Office Manager, Dental Hygiene 
 
20-Year Honorees 

  Wanda Adams – Office Manager, Biomedical & Radiological 
Technologies 

  Laura Lee – Assistant Professor, Physician Assistant 
  Sue Ward – Assistant Professor, Dental Hygiene 

 
25-Year Honorees 

  Janette Bane – Administrative Assistant 2, Biomedical & Radiological 
Technologies 

  Carol Campbell – Professor, Health Informatics 
  Anne Marie Vann – Assistant Professor, Biomedical & Radiological 

Technologies 

 

 

Edgefield County Hospital 
Proudly announces 
The Re-Opening of 

Peach Tree Medical Center 
 

Dr. Laura Gunder from the Physician 
Assistant Department will be one of 
the key providers in this very rural, 
medically underserved setting in 
Ridge Spring, SC as part of her 
clinical duties with the SAHS Faculty 
Practice Plan.  For more details 
please click here. 



  

 

T                                   
                                  The 2010 State Charitable Contributions Program                
                             (SCCP) campaign began October 1.  Last year, University 
                             System of Georgia employees donated $1.36 million of the  
                             campaign's $2.7 million total.  At the close of the 2009 
campaign, the final numbers reported were $64,859.05 (increase of 7.9% 
over last year) with a 15.84% participation rate.  The percentage of giving 
from SAHS was 23.48%.  This year we would like to see 100%....won't you 
please consider giving?  Your contribution, along with the contributions of 
your coworkers, will help thousands of Georgians in every part of the state. 
The SCCP strengthens communities by supporting health, welfare, 
educational and environmental programs.  Contributions made through the 
program impact a wide range of problems, and help to improve the lives of 
countless individuals in need.  Your gift will be working every day of the year, 
helping others to help themselves here in Georgia and overseas. 
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National Allied Health 
Professions Week:  
(Nov. 1-7th, 2009!)  
 
 Thank you for serving! 
 
Because you determine the 
needs of others to outweigh 
the needs of self;  because 
you continue learning new 
methods and techniques to 
keep your skills at the 
highest level; because you 
endure misunderstandings 
about your profession and 
seek only to contribute more; 
because you remain focused 
on patients, their families, 
and students even during the 
most trying times;  and 
because you count yourself 
among the largest group of 
health care professions that 
contribute mightily to 
improving health and the 
health care system, please 
accept these words of 
gratitude for all your 
meaningful work and service 
to others! 
 
Take time to celebrate the 
accomplishments of those 
allied health professionals 
that have gone before us 
and also try to bring 
awareness to someone who 
has yet to learn about the 
incredible efforts and careers 
afforded by allied health.  
 
 
W. Kent Guion, MD 
Acting Dean for the School of 
Allied Health Sciences 
 
 

The SCCP live online silent auction is a new event which 
you want to check out.  Also there will be an Awareness/Benefits 
Fair on October 15 (10am-4pm, Wellness Center) to showcase 
charities and corporations that support the SCCP. 
 

Noon Arts Concert Series 
The School of Allied Health Sciences will be hosting the October 
27th noon arts concert series.  Please think about a theme for our 
grand entrance and inform Ms. Blackwelder of any ideas and also 
if you are interested in performing. 
 

Interdisciplinary Development Series on November 11, 2009 
at 12PM in the Health Sciences Building (Room TBA).  Please 
look for an upcoming email with all the details regarding this 
event. 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

The SCCP live online silent auction is a new event which you want to 
check out.  Also there will be an Awareness/Benefits Fair on October 15 
(10am-4pm, Wellness Center) to showcase charities and corporations that 
support the SCCP. 
 

Noon Arts Concert Series 
The School of Allied Health Sciences will be hosting the October 27th noon 
arts concert series.  Please contact Ms. Dana Blackwelder (ext. 12621) of 
any ideas and also if you are interested in performing. 
 

The Interdisciplinary Development Series Online Student 
Assessment Strategies, will be held on November 11, 2009 at 12PM in the 
Health Sciences Building (Room TBA).  Please look for an upcoming email 
with all the details regarding this event. 
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Mark Your Calendar 
 

 

 

Note from the Dean 
 

 

  

Remember to send information for the 
November/December newsletter to Ramona 
Aune at raune@mcg.edu no later than 
November 20th. 
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